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The book is a good one of its kind, but, of course is not •> t„vt 
book of operative procedure in the living body. ’ a K 
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We like the hook very much. It is helpful to the man who 
cares to apply newer physiologic principles to his clinical work. 
Brown has for a decade or more combined the practice of medicine 
m I.ondmi with the teaching of physiology. The result has lieen 
the production of a splendid work with, of course, a decidedly 
hnglish atmosphere. r l' G S 


The Detekmixation- of IIyduoiiex Joxs. First Edition Bv 
" Mansfield ( i.auk.M.A., 1*ii.I)., Chemist. Research Labora¬ 
tories of the l>airv Division, 1'nitcd States Department of Agri¬ 
culture. Baltimore: Williams & Wilkins Company, l!)2tl. 

I ill. limitations of this hook are contained in the title. It is a 
detailed exposition of the colorimetric and electrometric methods 
for determining hydrogen ion concentration and docs not enter into 
a discussion of the relation of hydrogen ion concentration to bio¬ 
logical and chemical processes. The first chapter contains a general 
mathematical discussion of the relation of acids and bases to 
hydrogen ion concentration. The pH scale, buffer action, and effect 
of dilution are elucidated. In the course of the next sixtv pages the 
theory and procedure in applying the colorimetric method arc dis¬ 
cussed. A brief exposition of the theory of indicators is given and 

1,1 j" 1 ' 1 ". directions for preparing flic buffer mixtures with 

which the author s name is associated those for the mixtures of 
■"orensen, Walpole and l’alitsch are also given. The electrometric 
method I potentiometer method) is discussed to the extent of RHi 
pages. In addition to an adequate presentation of the mechanical 
features the theoretical aspects are reviewed with considerable 
clarity. While the superiority of the potentiometer method over 
the ""h‘ r compensation procedures is unquestioned, in view of the 
expense of the apparatus it would seem as though some mention 
might have been made of the simpler equipment which served 
N'irenscn and others so well. 

A bibliography of sixty pages concludes the hook. Tile references 
are classified and one may find what work has been done in a par¬ 
ticular field with great facility. Among the subjects in the elassi- 
hcation are bacteriology, blood, catalysis, cerebrospinal fluid, com¬ 
parative and general physiology, digestion, hemolysis, iso-electric 
points, serology and urine. 

I he book is written from a critical viewpoint so that one may get 
a good idea of the sources of error and deficiencies of the methods 

as Well as some ..prehension of the direction research is taking in 

the elucidation of the obscure though minor phases of the general 
subject. j { j s 



